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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 154320 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UK 

SUBJECT :POSSIBLE REACTIVATION OF RAF GREENHAM COMMON 
REF: LONDON 10516 

1 . IN YOUR RESPONSE TO MOD MULLEY ON THE QUESTION OF USAF 
INTEREST IN GREENHAM COMMMON, YOU SHOULD DRAW ON THE 
FOLLOWING: THE US AIR FORCE, IN SUPPORT OF ITS CONTINUING 
COMMITMENT TO NATO AND IN SUPPORT OF THE EMPHASIS ON NATO 
OUTLINED BY PRESIDENT CARTER AND BY SECRETARY BROWN AT 
RECENT NATO MEETINGS, IS REVIEWING ITS FORCE POSTURE IN 
EUROPE. IT SEEMS PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE IN THIS CONTEXT 
TO CONSIDER IMPROVING OUR FORCES AND BASING STRUCTURE IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 154320 

THE UK. GREENHAM COMMON IS ONE OF SEVERAL BASING OPTIONS 
NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE AIR FORCE. WE HAVE DISCUSSED 
THE POSSIBILITY OF REOPENING GREENHAM COMMON INFORMALLY 
WITH OFFICIALS FROM THE RAF AND FROM THE MINISTRY OF DE- 
FENSE. HOWEVER, AT THIS TIME THE US AIR FORCE IS STILL 
EVALUATING ITS REQUIREMENTS AND DEVELOPING SPECIFIC PRO- 
POSALS. WHEN THESE ARE FINALIZED AND APPRO VED,FORMAL 
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REQUEST CONCERNING THE PREFERRED BASE SITES WILL BE SUB 
MITTED THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. 

2. FYI: THE AIR FORCE IS PRESENTLY REVIEWING OPTIONS FOR 
BEDDOWN OF ADDITIONAL KC-L35 AIRCRAFT IN EUROPE. TWO OF 
THESE WOULD INVOLVE GREENHAM COMMON. ONE OPTION WOULD BE 
TO ACTIVATE RAF GREENHAM COMMON AS A KC-L35 BASE. DUE TO 
NOISE LEVELS, AND OPERATIONAL RESTRICTIONS, IT WOULD LIKELY 
BE THE MOST POLITICALLY SENSITIVE. A SECOND OPTION WOULD 
BE TO ACTIVATE RAF GREENHAM COMMON FOR C-130 OPERATIONS 
WITH ADDITIONAL KC-135 AIRCRAFT TO RAF MILDENHALL. BECAUSE 
OF THE COMPLEXITY OF THIS ISSUE AND THE POSSIBLE CONSE- 
QUENCES OF A PREMATURE DECISION, THE AIR FORCE WILL BE 
UNABLE TO PROVIDE A FINAL DECISION AT THIS TIME. CHRISTOPHER 
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